
“Make things right.”—Royal Psalms

Of all of the presidents, kings, or rulers, in all the world, who are no longer living, who do 
you think was the most admirable, besides Jesus. Who was your favorite? Why?

Read: 1 Timothy 2:1-2

                   Do you regularly pray for national leaders? Why or why not?

Psalm 72 was a prayer the people offered up to God each time they put a new king in place. 
Let’s read it and Discuss.
 
Read: Psalm 72

          The Psalm starts by talking about justice and righteousness. Do you think that it’s 
ultimately our leader’s responsibility to maintain justice and what’s right? Why or why not?

When does this become a matter of personal responsibility instead of national responsibility?

The Psalms say that prosperity or “shalom” (aka, peace, wellbeing) will come when the king 
stands for what’s right. What does shalom or prosperity mean to you? What would it look 
like for life to be prosperous? Is this more than simply being rich? 

The Psalms talk about how their government rulers should fight for the needy and poor. 
There’s a great debate in Christianity around who’s responsibility it is to care for the poor: is 
it government, church, non-profit, or individual. Likely it’s a mixture of all, but what’s your 
perspective on this issue? 

When the Psalms talk about his reign spreading over the earth and lasting forever, we realize 
that this Psalm is pointing towards a perfect king. We believe Jesus became this king. What 
does it mean to you to call Jesus king? How is Jesus king in your life?

If Jesus is king, then Jesus should have ultimate say over your life. Is there a part of your life 
that you struggle making Jesus king over? (Feel free to reflect, and not share, if it’s too 
personal.) 

Any other thoughts on this passage?

Close in prayer for one another. 
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