Micah
Chapters 4 & 5

Discussion Guide

Opening Discussion: If you could do anything, what is one thing you would change about the world? Rules: It can’t benefit you more than it would anyone else. 

Read: Micah 4:1-3

Micah describes a future where tools for war will be converted to tools of agriculture. 

BONUS: if you have time or interest, check out this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93sXg8qW5qQ
And discuss: What do you think? Good idea? Bad idea?

There are two extreme ways of understand this passage. Some feel that this world was started with the coming of Jesus, and that we should do what we can now to bring God’s Kingdom to earth. The other extreme is that we wait for Jesus’ second coming, and until then, we don’t need to worry about this world. In short, one stream of Christianity is very focused on helping change this world. And the other stream is focused on getting people into the next. What do you think?

Is the kingdom of God here? Or is it yet to come? Or both?

Read Micah 4:4

This verse talks about home security. What do you do to make sure you remain safe? Do a security inventory: what locks, protection, etc do you use? 

How does this reality influence your answer to the previous question?

Read Micah 4:6

While everyone else will continue to do what they want, Micah chooses to follow God. What is something you are doing because of your faith that seems contrary or even strange to people who are outside the faith?

Read Micah 4:6-8

God is going to use the lame to build the kingdom. Why do you think God chooses to use the weak and foolish things of this world to shame the wise and strong (1 Cor 1)? 

Do you have a weakness that God has used? Or one you’re pretty sure God can’t use?

Read Micah 4:9-10

He talks about waiting for God, like waiting to give birth. Have you ever had to wait for God to do something in your life? 

What have you learned about yourself while waiting?

Read Micah 4:11-13

It talks about threshing the nations, and taking the good amongst the nations to use for God’s glory. What are the good things you see in the world, especially amongst those who don’t believe in God, that you wish the church be more like?

Read Micah 5:1-2

[bookmark: _GoBack]Here is a passage read often at Christmas time. In light of everything we’ve talked about, how does the Christmas story help us understand the way God chooses to work in this world? 

Any other observations from this passage?




